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Overview

In this course we concentrate on the social and political thought of the 19th century.  Although these thinkers differ greatly both in their philosophical and practical orientations, they are all preoccupied with the phenomenon of social and political equality, which was quickly becoming more than a theoretical notion during this period.  By confronting the decay or collapse of traditional hierarchies, these texts have profoundly shaped the course of social and political thought up to our own day.

Readings

The following books are required and should be available for purchase at the OSU bookstores:

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (ed. Himmelfarb)

Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals (ed. Kaufmann)

In addition, a number of required readings have been placed on e-reserve through Carmen.

Requirements


(1)
Two papers on assigned topics, about 10 pages (c. 3,500 words) each:


•
1st paper due at noon on Friday of week 4




[33%]


•
2nd paper due at noon on Friday of week 7




[33%]






OR

Term paper of about 20 pages (c. 7,000 words) on a topic of your choice,

[66%]

due at noon on Friday of week 10 (topic to be approved no later than week 5)

(2)
In-class final examination







[33%]

(3) Class attendance and active participation

Policies and procedures

Academic honesty:  I expect all of the work you do in this course to be your own. I will tolerate absolutely no cheating or plagiarism (using someone else’s words or ideas without proper citation). I will report any cases of cheating or plagiarism to the University Committee on Academic Misconduct, and they will be handled according to University policy.

Note:  OSU now has a license to the Turnitin.com plagiarism prevention software, which scans student papers to determine if they contain undocumented source material.  Student will be asked to submit their papers electronically to Turnitin.com, and the papers will then be forwarded to me along with an “originality report” flagging suspect passages, if any.  I will give details on the procedures for submitting papers when I distribute the first assignment.  More information about Turnitin.com is available at http://turnitin.com/static/index.html.

Late work:  Each student will be granted ONE extension this term on a paper of your choice, no questions asked, which entitles you to hand it by noon on the Monday following the due date with no penalty.  There is no need to tell me in advance that you are taking the extension, and no other extensions will be granted.  Late essays will be penalized one full grade.  Essays will not be accepted more than one week after the original due date without my approval.

Disabilities:  If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me as soon as possible to arrange an appointment where we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs, and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.

Schedule

Week 1


Introduction




Tocqueville, Democracy in America, vol. I, selections

[e-reserve]

(Mayer ed. pp. xiii-xiv, 9-20, 31-60, 189-207, 287-301)

Week 2


Tocqueville, Democracy in America, vol. I, selections

[e-reserve]

(Mayer ed. pp. 231-40, 246-61, 316-63)




Tocqueville, Democracy in America, vol. II, selections

[e-reserve]

(Mayer ed. pp. 417-8, 429-54, 503-30, 542-6, 561-5, 614-32)

Week 3


Tocqueville, Democracy in America, vol. II, selections

[e-reserve]

(Mayer ed. pp. 634-45, 667-705)




Mill, On Liberty, chapters 1-2




Mill, review of Democracy in America, selections

Week 4


Mill, On Liberty, chapter 3




Mill, Utilitarianism, chapters 1-2




Mill, On Liberty, chapters 4-5




Mill, On the Subjection of Women, chapter 1

Week 5


Engels, “Speech at the Graveside of Karl Marx”

[e-reserve]

Marx, “On the Jewish Question”

Marx, “Contribution to the Critique...”:  Introduction

(Tucker ed. pp. 681-2, 26-65)




Marx, “Theses on Feuerbach,” “The German Ideology”
[e-reserve]

(Tucker ed. pp. 143-200)

Week 6


Marx, “Economic & Philosophic Mss.,” selections

[e-reserve]

Marx, “Wage Labour & Capital”

(Tucker ed. pp. 66-105, 203-17, 579-85)





Marx & Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party”

[e-reserve]




Marx, “Critique of the Gotha Program”

(Tucker ed. pp. 469-500, 525-41)

Week 7


Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals, Preface




Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals, First Essay

Week 8


Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals, Second Essay




Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals, Third Essay

Week 9


Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals, Third Essay (continued)




Weber, “Science as a Vocation”



[e-reserve]

(Gerth & Mills ed. pp. 129-56)

Week 10

Weber, “Politics as a Vocation”



[e-reserve]

(Gerth & Mills ed. pp. 77-128)




Review
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